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officer for redress. He was a Musalman, and h© pointed out that
he knew nothing of the shastras of the litigants. He therefore told
them both to go to their principal sacred place, Banares, and obtain
a decision from the Pandits there; and promised that he would en-
force such decision. The Bakhar goes on to say, that the parties did
accordingly repair to Banares, where a great sabha or assembly ol
the Pandits was held, and after high debate it was determined that
the Prabhus were genuine Kshatriyas, and entitled to the benefit of
Vedic ceremonies,51 and to be taught the sacred Gayatri verse. The
Brahmans are said to have been satisfied, and to have agreed to con-
duct the ceremonies for the Prabhus in the regular manner. And it
is stated subsequently that this was accordingly done.
Perhaps the incidents relating to the marriage of Shahaji may
be looked at as affording another illustration of the same character.
The incidents are curious oa other grounds also, and may, therefore,
be fitly set out at some length.42 Maloji, the father of Shahaji, and
his brother Vithoji, were both employed in the    service of    Lukj
Jadhavrav, and Mansabdar under the Nizamshahi Government    On
one occasion, in 1598 when the Shimga festivities of the Ranga were
being celebrated at the house of Jadhavrav, Maloji and his young
son Shahaji being present, the host seated Shahaji, then five years of
age and a handsome looking boy, by the side of his daughter, who
was three years old.   And in the course of conversation he happened
to remark, as people often do on such occasions, that the two would
make a very suitable match, and asked the girl if she would like to
have Shahaji for her husband.    Immediately Maloji and his brother
Vithoji declared to the assembled guests that the word of Jadhavrav
had been passed in favour of the match, and called on them to bear
witness to the fact.   Jadhavrav's wife, however, would not consent to
this, ^nd she got him to dismiss Maloji and Vithoji.   They both left,
but after some time they appear to have prospered, and to have placed
themselves at the head of a body of two or three thousand soldiers,
and also to have got help from others.   They then went to a place
near Daulatabad, and threw some slaughtered pigs into the mosque
there with letters addressed to the Nizam, stating the contract between
them and Jadhavrav, and threatening that if the king did not arrange
for the marriage being celebrated in pursuance of the contract, they
would desecrate" other mosques in the same way.    The Nizam at
once took up .the matter, and directed Jadhavrav to carry out the
contract of marriage.   This was ultimately done with great pomp under
the auspices of the Nizam himself, who took Maloji and Vithoji
"As to this see West and Buhler's Digest of Hindu Law, p. 920; but see
also Mandlik's Hindu Law, p. 56.
*2See Marathi Samrajya Bakhar, pp. 4-7, and compare V. J. Vistara, Vol.
IX, p. 37 et seq. also Grant Duff, Vol. I.
"For a funny story of an Englishman's revenge on a Musalman, ia which
if *s flesh plays an important part, see Travernier's Travels by V. Ball, Vol. I,
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